
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN

1033015

ISBN-13:978-0-547-02927-6
ISBN-10:0-547-02927-6

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN

Online Leveled Books

Level: G

DRA: 12
Genre:
Informational Text
Strategy:
Analyze/Evaluate 
Skill:
Author’s Purpose

Word Count: 198

1.3.11

by Erin Spencer

Life in the 
Coral Reefs

1_029276_EL_LRSE_CVR_L11_LIFEI.indd   1 2/8/10   7:21:56 PM


6.295527



by Erin Spencer

ILLUSTRATION CREDIT:  5 © Tom Leonard

PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS:  Cover © Georgette Douwma/Agefotostock;  1 © Comstock Images:  2 © Georgette Douwma/
Agefotostock;  3 © Comstock Images;  4 © Robert Yin/Corbis;  6 © Darryl Leniuk/Digital Vision;  
7 © Georgette Douwma/Digital Vision;  8 © Stephen Frink/Digital Vision/Getty Images;  9 © Dan Sullivan/Alamy;  
10 © Stephen Frink/Corbis 

Copyright © by Houghton Miffl in Company. All rights reserved.

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying or recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system without the prior written 
permission of Houghton Miffl in Company unless such copying is expressly permitted by federal copyright law.  
Address inquiries to School Permissions, Houghton Miffl in Company, 222 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA 02116.

Printed in China

ISBN-13: 978-0-547-02927-6
ISBN-10: 0-547-02927-6

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 SDP 15 14 13 12 11 10 09 08

Life in theLife in the  
CCoraloral  RReefseefs


6.6089973



2

Many plants and animals live

in the ocean.

Some plants live in coral reefs.

Many animals live in coral 

reefs, too.

butterfly fish


4.4147024


2.0636725


6.922468
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The water is not deep in coral 

reefs.  The water is shallow.

The water is not cold in coral 

reefs.  The water is warm.

It is easy for plants and animals 

to find food in coral reefs.

coral reef


6.1387916


1.7502034


12.06854
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coral


1.3322444
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Coral is not a plant.

Coral is many small animals. 

They all live together.

Each animal has a soft body 

on the inside.  Each animal has 

a hard body on the outside.

The hard body is the skeleton.

soft body

hard skeleton


8.359206


12.329761


1.906938


2.1159177
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The fish in coral reefs have 

many colors.

These fish like warm and 

shallow water.

These fish can hide from 

danger in the coral.

clownfish


4.49307


8.28084


1.6457136
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Many fish in coral reefs have

funny names!

There are yellow butterfly fish.  

But yellow butterfly fish do not fly.

There are lionfish.

But lionfish do not roar.

lionfish
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12.486493
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Some fish hide.

These fish want to be safe.  

Some fish change their color.

Frogfish hide in coral reefs.

A frogfish’s color makes it 

hard to see.

frogfish


7.235939


8.489817


1.7763258
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Other animals live in 

coral reefs, too. 

Eels sleep in coral reefs 

in the day.  

Eels come out at night to 

get food.

eel


3.8661292


7.000836


1.1493874
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Many coral reefs are dying.

We have to work hard to keep 

coral reefs safe.

We need to save coral reefs 

now, so we will have coral reefs 

for a long time.


7.366552


7.471042
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Responding
TARGET SKILL  Author’s Purpose 

Why did the author write this 

book?  What are three details 

that tell you this?  Make a chart.

Text to Text Think of a different 

story about the ocean.  What 

did the story tell you about the 

plants and animals that live in 

the ocean?  Write two sentences 

with facts you learned.

Write About It


1.6457136


11.702831


17.162373
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many

cold

warm

live

their

water

TARGET SKILL  Author’s Purpose 

Tell why an author writes a book.

TARGET STRATEGY  Analyze/Evaluate 

Tell how you feel about the text, 

and why.

GENRE Informational Text gives 

facts about a topic.

 WORDS TO KNOW 
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